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Due to the lack of public spaces, it is necessary to increase their 
number and quality, planning parks and urban green areas (like 
places dedicated to leisure or 0 Mile-cultivations), improving 
the existing gardens, even by works of land-art. It is also requi-
red beach nourishment, in order to support seaside recrea-
tional tourism activities and enhancing the new sea-walk 
providing a real waterfront.

According to the hydrogeological and seismic risk levels, it’s 
necessary to achieve safety maintenance for creeks, slopes and 
overpasses, use parks and parking spaces as waiting and 
shelter areas, design new escape paths and allow access to 
strategic buildings creating an escape routes strenghtening.

The already exhisting MuMe and 
MACHO are two self realities that 
need to be enhanced and connected: the 
idea is to design the “River of Museums and 
Art” (RiMA), which includes, along its route, 
Liberty villas, churches, the Messina historic 
monuments, the “Case basse Paradiso” – converted 
into Sea Museum –, the Prehistoric museum and at the 
end of the track the “Pilone della consapevolezza” 
(Pylon of Awareness) (recalling the well-known Outlook 
Tower by Patrick Geddes).
At the basement of the “Pilone” (Pylon), it’s possible to disco-
ver the importance of this peculiar environment highlighted 
through pictures, the laboratories of traditional tecniques on 
fishing and navigation, the cultural and instructional routes that 
explain the typical natural phenomena in the Strait of Messina. 

An elevator will allow to reach the top of the Pillar (m 233) 
from where it’s possible to observe the city according to 

a new perspective and “aware” knowledge.

The growth of mobility demand 
requires maintenance and improve-

ment of infrastructures that strengthen the 
Local Public Transportation (LPT). In order to 

decrease the private transportation in support 
of public and bicycle-pedestrian ones, an 

interchange hub (car-tramway-bus) has been 
planned with the development of paths, which recon-

nect the Panoramica (Scenic road) (km 9.2) and the 
Litoranea (Coastal road) (km 8.9), assessing and 

planning the existing links. Therefore, the develope of a 
new roadway and a bicycle-pedestrian circuit can improve 

mobility and the quality of places. The paths include a new 
suggestive beach walk (km 10.2), a panoramic path, 

greenways, and a lake walk (km 5.7).
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Grotte - The “Terrazza sullo Stretto” (Panoramic viewpoint on the Strait of Messina)

Parking spaces 
with rain garden 

Prehistorical
findings exhibit

Cavea

Quarries

Artistic connection between 
Litoranea and Panoramica

Production
installation exhibit

Refreshment 
area

Emergency
assembly area

Quarries’
vehicles exhibit

Panoramica

Litoranea

Bicycle-pedestrian beach walk
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Lago di Ganzirri

Sand quarries not in use (116.500 mq of surface) locate 
east to Santa Maria of Grotta Church; between the quarries 
and the beach, underlaying the strongly urbanized zone

Connection between Panoramica, Litoranea and Beach 
Walk
Refreshment and cultural area
Green areas
Emergency assembly areas

Artistic connection between Litoranea and Panoramica
Project of Ecomuseum “The Quarries”: exhibition of vehi-
cles, production installations and prehistoric findings
Reevaluate the sand quarries
Planning a emergency assembly area

Context Aims Actions
Abandoned territory  (34.800 mq of surface), located at 
west of University campus, which include Engeneering and 
Science dipartment UNIME (5025 students), with  laborato-
ries and students’ dormitories  (62 beds), the  CERISI, the 
CNR and Papardo’s hospital (490 beds 458 ordinary and 
32 DH)

Connection between Panoramica, Litoranea and Beach 
Walk
Cultural and Tecnological area, view point
Park used by university campus
Emergency assembly areas and safety maintenance of creek 
margins

Revaluation of connection along the Sant’Agata creek Road
Accomplishment of Technology and Innovation Park, of the 
view park and tower
Realization of a green gallery and of parking spaces with 
rain garden
Planning of emergency assembly area and safety mainte-
nance of the creek area

Context Aims Actions
Area near Lago di Ganzirri (Ganzirri lake), divided amongst 
Spuria Fort Area (77.700 mq of surface) and a abandoned 
land (32.900 mq of surface) between the lake and the be-
ach

Connection between Panoramica, Litoranea and Beach 
Walk
Revaluation of Spuria fort area
Green areas
Emergency assembly areas

Revaluation of connection between Panoramica and Litora-
nea, with a wooden overpass on Lago di Ganzirri
Project of “The eco of Forte Park”: revaluation of Spuria’s 
Fort, installation of Land Art works and creation of Museum 
of sicilian and Messina’s traditions and of handicraftsmen‘s 
village
Planning of sensorial and vegetable garden spaces
Creation of waiting areas in case of emergency

Context Aims Actions

Grotte - Ecomuseum “The quarries” Papardo - V is ion park Ganz irr i - “The Echo of the fort” park

Panoramica Litoranea Bicycle-pedestrian beach walk
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All the present material is the result of our processing or re-elaboration. Base map issues: Google, TerraMetrics. Icons: flaticon.com.

University of Messina - Magistral Degree in Building Recovering Engineering

Transport and Urban Planning Course - Professors: Marina Arena and Massimo Di Gangi

With the cooperation of: Giuseppe Angileri and Giovanna De Francisci

• Very few connections between Litoranea and Panoramica

• Bicycle-pedestrian path along the Litoranea, not practical for users

• Fast scrolling Panoramica road, that doesn’t evaluate its priviliged 
view on the strait 

• Local public trasportation growth

• Regional Museum of Messina (MuME) near Annunziata Node

• Contemporary art Museum Horcynus Orca (MACHO) near Capo 
Peloro

• Engineering and Science Departments of the University of Messina 
near Papardo Hospital

• Liberty Villas along Litoranea road

• Capo Peloro and Ganzirri lakes, sites of Community interest

• Creeks that run through the territory

• Undervaluated green areas

• Beach that risk coastal erosion

• Strategic buildings (Papardo Hospital and University campus) har-
dly accessible

• Public places to be used as emercency assembly and shelter area 
in case of calamity

• Streets as potential way of escape

• Risk hydrogeological areas

MOVES (MObility, Vision, Environment, Safety) project is based on four 
systems (infrastructures and sustainable mobility, cultural heritage, eco-
logy and environment, Safety and protection of the enviromnent) whose 
aim is the following:

• Recreate a continuity accross the two main roads (Litoranea and 
Panoramica) with a connection system between Waterfront and 
Landfront and some resilient actions of recovery and reuse

• Reconnect the two main cultural hubs (Annunziata and Capo Pe-
loro) creating two cultural centers through the enhancement of the 
MUME and of the MACHO

• Regenerate the connection rediscovering and heightening three 
intermediate cultural hubs (Grotte, Papardo and Ganzirri)

Grotte: at the left, Santa Maria della Grotta Church, located next to Lito-
ranea Road, and at the right of the latter, the bicycle-pedestrian path

Capo Peloro: viewed from a terrace of Engineering Department, from 
where it is possible to admire the Pylon, a Messina’s landmark, together 
with the background of the Strait and Calabria

Ganzirri: The Ganzirri lake, well known for mollusc farming, is one of the 
few areas in which the heavy urbanization leaves its place to environment

Guardia creek (Grotte): on the left, the abandoned quarries, next to Guar-
dia creek, which represents the abandoned condition and risk, common 
to all rivers of the city

Panoramica
Litoranea
Connecting paths

Residential architecture
Religious architecture
Military architecture
Artistic cultural heritage
Public spaces
Panoramic view

Green areas
Creeks
Lakes
Coastal erosion

Papardo Hospital
University campus
Fluvial areas
High risk hydraulic node
Coastal erosion
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New Panoramica of Strait

Litoranea Road SS 113

Public transportation services TPL

Waterfront

Ganzirri Lakes

Panoramic points

Artistic cultural heritage

Public spaces

Strategic buildings

Unsuitable seismic buildings

Access to strategic buildings

Bumpy roads

Bycycle-pedestrians paths

Connections Litoranea-Panoramica

Vehicle traffic

Public spaces

Overbuilding

Perceptive barriers

Masterplan per il Sud

Struttura di missione "Casa Italia"

Outline scheme of the new PRG
Safeguard variant
Urban plan of sustainable mobility
Hydrogeological arrangement plan
Environmental naturalistic liens
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PO FESR Sicilia 2014-2020

Financing for bicycle paths “Comuni in Pista”

Masterplan 
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PO FESR 
Sicilia
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Urban 
instruments

Earthquakes

Climate changes

Fires

Coastal erosion

Pollution

Messina - From Annunziata to Capo Peloro The MOVES project promotes the assessment of the Northern coa-
stline of the city of Messina, a suggestive place that faces the Strait.

The examined area has been densely built-up in the last fifty years, 
mostly for residential uses, causing a heavy split-up between the 
Litoranea road (Coastal Road NR 113), along the coast, and the 
Panoramica road (Seesighting Road) up the hills. Infrastructures 
become percetpual barriers to the beach and to the Strait view.

The excessive and uncontrolled overbuilding, has determined the 
lack of green spaces and the lost of free access to the coastli-
ne, breaking up the ancient and traditional relationship between 
city and the sea. Even though the history of Messina is marked by 
seismic and hydrogeological critical events, their painful memory 
seem to be completely forgotten in view of the today urban shape 
of the area.


