
ISTVAN KECSKES  is Distinguished Professor of the State University of New York, USA. He
teaches graduate courses in pragmatics, second language acquisition and bilingualism at SUNY,
Albany. Professor Kecskes is the President of the American Pragmatics Association (AMPRA) and
the CASLAR (Chinese as a Second Language Research) Association. He is the founder and co-
director of the Barcelona Summer School on Bi- and Multilingualism, and the founder and co-
director  of  Sorbonne,  Paris  –  SUNY,  Albany  Graduate  Student  Symposium.
 His book “Foreign language and mother tongue” co-authored by Tunde Papp and published by
Erlbaum in 2000 was the first book that described the effect of the second language on the first
language based on a longitudinal research. Dr. Kecskes’ book “Intercultural Pragmatics” published
by Oxford University Press in 2014 is considered a groundbreaking monograph that shapes research
in  the  field.  His  latest  books  are  “Current  Issues  in  Intercultural  Pragmatics”  published  by
Benjamins in 2017, “Explorations in Chinese as a Second Language” published by Springer in 2017
and  “Key  Issues  in  Chinese  as  a  Second  Language  published  by  Routledge  in  2017.  He  just
completed  a  new  book  titled  “English  as  a  Lingua  Franca:  The  pragmatic  perspective”  to  be
published  by  Cambridge  University  Press  in  2019.
Dr.  Kecskes  is  the  founding  editor  of  the  linguistics  journal  Intercultural  Pragmatics  and  the
Mouton Series in Pragmatics published by Mouton de Gruyter: Berlin/New York, as well as the
bilingual (Chinese-English) journal CASLAR (Chinese as a Second Language Research) published
by Mouton and the co-founding editor of “Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict” published
by John Benjamins:  Amsterdam/Philadelphia  (co-founder Pilar  Garces Blitvich).  He sits  on the
editorial  board  of  the  Journal  of  Pragmatics  (Elsevier),  Pragmatics  &  Society  (Benjamins),
Pragmatics & Cognition (Benjamins), Lingua (Elsevier), International Journal of Multilingualism
(Taylor & Francis), Language & Dialogue (Benjamins), Lodz Papers in Pragmatics (De Gruyter),
Corpus Pragmatics (Springer), International Journal of Language and Culture (Benjamins), Russian
Journal of Linguistics (Moscow), the Journal of East Asian Pragmatics (Equinox), Complutense
Journal of English Studies (Spain), Explorations (Poland), BELLS Belgrade English Language and
Literature Studies, the Journal of Foreign Languages (Waiguoyu) and the journal Xiandai Waiyu
published in China.  Dr. Kecskes is also on the editorial  board of four book series:  Pragmatics,
Philosophy and Psychology (Springer),  Series  in  Pragmatics  (Cambridge  Scholarly  Publishing),
Advances  in  (Im) politeness  Studies  (Springer),  Pragmatic  Interfaces  (Equinox),  and Studies  in
General  Linguistics  (Hungarian  Academy  of  Sciences).
Dr.  Kecskes  received  a  Senior  Fellowship  from the  Rockefeller  Foundation  in  the  Rockefeller
Research Center in Bellagio, Italy in 2004, a Senior Fellowship from the Mitteleuropa Foundation,
Bolzano, Italy in 2005, a Honorary Professorship from Zhejiang University, Hangzhou in 2009, a
Yunshan Chair Professorship from Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, China in
2011,  a  Distinguished Visiting  Professorship from Monash University,  Melbourne,  Australia  in
2013 and a Guest Professorship from the University of Messina in May, 2017. He was the recipient
of  the  Chancellor’s  Excellence  in  Research  Award of  State  University  of  New York in  2014.
Professor Kecskes has  also been an Honorary Professor  at  the National  Research  Tomsk State
University, Russia where a Graduate Student Award and Scholarship was named after him in 2016.



Programma

Lectures prof. ISTVAN KECSKES  in May 2022 

May 10, Tuesday 

The socio-cognitive approach to pragmatics and communication 

May 11 Wednesday 

Processing implicatures in English as a Lingua Franca communication. 

May 17 Tuesday 

Linguistic Creativity 

May 18 Wednesday 

The interplay of linguistic, conceptual and encyclopedic knowledge in language use 

May 24 Tuesday 

Impoverished pragmatics? The semantics-pragmatics interface 

May 25 Wednesday 

Is the “idiom principle” blocked in bilinguals? 


